


Car 4 dispatched with Engine and Tower to a reported structure fire, smoke coming from the building in the 

area of RT 195 and Storrs Rd.  Car 4 responded emergency to the scene.  Car 4 arrived, found a two and a 

half story wood frame dwelling with heavy smoke under pressure showing from the 2nd floor windows A/B 



sides as well as visible fire extending from the C side division 2 windows.  Car 4 established command and 

declared the working fire and to start the working fire assignment.  Engine 1 directed into the scene and 

leave room for the Tower.  Engine 1 arrived and began stretching 1.75" attack line to the B side.  UC 

advised to contact TN to let them know we are using Tac 1.  All units on fire ground switched to Tac 1.  360 

of the building found a balloon frame historic wood structure with an addition off the C side and basement 

walk out access on D side.  Building unoccupied.  C side showed fire coming from the 2nd floor windows and 

1st floor adjacent to C side.   

Engine 1 charged the attack line and held position to determine best way in and Command held for 2 out to 

be in place.  Engine 1 driver began stretching LDH to hydrant just south of scene.  Tower 1 set up A side for 

vertical ventilation.  Engine 1 made entry via B side doorway to the 2nd floor once 2 out (Mansfield) arrived 

and stretched the second line off Engine 1.  Mansfield Squad driver assisted with making hydrant for Engine 

1.  Tower 1 crew split to perform vertical ventilation and search.  Safety assigned to Car 107.  Accountability 

took over by Mansfield Car 7.  2nd Alarm struck by command.  All hands callback.   

Car 2 responded to the scene, arrived, and performed a face to face.  Command transferred to Car 2 with 

Car 4 assuming operations.  Ambulance personnel from station arrived and staged away and proceeded up 

to the scene.  Engine 1 crew making good progress on the fire on the 2nd floor fire.  Backup line established 

by Mansfield and made entry via B side 1st floor to work on extinguishment.  Primary searches negative. 

Mansfield Squad fed by Engine 1 with 2.5" line for a third line to come off to the C side for exterior needs as 

fire was breaching the C side exterior walls.   

RIT established by Willimantic and Columbia.  Operations detailed crews to the basement to force door on D 

side and attempt to control utilities.  Basement door forced and encountered hoarding conditions.  Power 

secured at main breaker by Car 6 and Tolland Crew.

Crews made good progress on the fire on the 2nd and 1st floors.  Crews cycled out with relief personnel 

routinely as incident progressed.  Command set up rehab (Coventry Amb) just south of the scene.  Air 

Cascade requested to the scene. Coventry and Tolland personnel cycled in for overhaul.  Attic area wet 

down as smoke and heat was extending up around center support beam.   

Majority of fire knocked down.  Secondary searches negative.  UConn personnel cycled back in for overhaul, 

metering, and checking for extension.  RIT (Willimantic and Columbia) cycled into operations and backfilled 

RIT with UConn, Columbia, and Coventry.   

Power secured by Eversource at pole across street.  Par Checks completed regularly and personnel 

accounted for and sent to rehab.  

Hot spots checked with thermal cameras and wet down. HCN high of 2ppm and CO of 50.  PPV ventilation 

set up and awaited interior crews to approve starting.  Ventilation complete.  Mutual aid started to break 

down and be released.  Engine 1 and Tower 1 began breaking down ladders and hose lines.  No injuries to 

report.

Fac Ops / UConn Communications arrived on scene as well as media.   
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Garvin

Digitally signed by Steven 
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January 20, 2023 at 0720 hours Incident 
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Whitney House Structure Fire 

Location: 1315 Storrs Rd, Storrs, CT 06269 Photography 

Team: 

Lieutenant Daniel Volovski, Deputy Fire 

Marshal 

Type of 

Camera 

Used: 

Canon EOS 90D DSLR Recording 

Medium: 

SD Card 

 

Photo File Name Photo Notes  

IMG_0078 Building exterior facing West 

IMG_0079 Building exterior facing Northwest 

IMG_0080 Building exterior facing North 

IMG_0081 Building exterior facing North 

IMG_0082 Building exterior facing Northeast 

IMG_0083 Building exterior facing East 

IMG_0084 Building exterior facing East 

IMG_0085 Building exterior facing Southeast 

IMG_0086 Building exterior facing Southeast 

IMG_0087 Building exterior facing Southeast 

IMG_0088 Building exterior facing South 

IMG_0089 Building exterior facing South                                         

IMG_0090 Building exterior facing Southeast 

IMG_0091 Building exterior facing West 

IMG_0092 Building exterior facing North 

IMG_0093 Building exterior service line entry 

IMG_0094 South Side B entry door 

IMG_0095 Exterior shot of wall heater appliance 

IMG_0096 Exterior wall West side 

IMG_0097 Wall fan West exterior 

IMG_0098 Wall heater West exterior 

IMG_0099 Wall heater West exterior 

IMG_0100 Exterior wall West side 

IMG_0101 Exterior wall West side 

IMG_0102 Main circuit panelboard basement 

IMG_0103 Main circuit panelboard basement 

IMG_0104 Main circuit panelboard basement 

IMG_0105 Main circuit panelboard basement 
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IMG_0106 Main circuit panelboard basement 

IMG_0107 Main circuit panelboard basement, tripped breakers 25-27 

IMG_0108 Basement general 

IMG_0109 Basement general 

IMG_0110 Basement general 

IMG_0111 Basement general 

IMG_0112 Old fire alarm pull station 1st Floor 

IMG_0113 1st Floor living room area 

IMG_0114 1st Floor living room area 

IMG_0115 1st Floor living room area fireplace 

IMG_0116 1st Floor living room area 

IMG_0117 1st Floor living room area 

IMG_0118 1st Floor living room area 

IMG_0119 1st Floor living room area 

IMG_0120 1st Floor living room area 

IMG_0121 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0122 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0123 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0124 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0125 2nd Floor addition attic area roof 

IMG_0126 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0127 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0128 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0129 2nd Floor addition attic area 

IMG_0130 2nd Floor rear room 

IMG_0131 2nd Floor rear room 

IMG_0132 2nd Floor front room 

IMG_0133 2nd Floor front room 

IMG_0134 2nd Floor front room 

IMG_0135 2nd Floor hallway 

IMG_0136 2nd Floor rear Northwest room 

IMG_0137 2nd Floor hallway subpanel 

IMG_0138 2nd Floor front Northeast room 

IMG_0139 2nd Floor bathroom 

IMG_0140 2nd Floor hallway 

IMG_0141 Attic main building 

IMG_0142 Attic main building 

IMG_0143 Attic main building 

IMG_0144 1st Floor bathroom 

IMG_0145 1st Floor bathroom area of origin 

IMG_0146 1st Floor bathroom area of origin from exterior 

IMG_0147 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0148 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0149 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0150 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0151 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0152 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 
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IMG_0153 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0154 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0155 2nd Floor bathroom wall heater exemplar 

IMG_0156 1st Floor kitchen wall heater 

IMG_0157 1st Floor kitchen wall heater 

IMG_0158 1st Floor bathroom area of origin from exterior 

IMG_0159 1st Floor bathroom area of origin from exterior

IMG_0160 1st Floor bathroom wall heater on exterior 

IMG_0161 1st Floor West room  

IMG_0162 1st Floor West room 

IMG_0163 1st Floor West room 

IMG_0164 1st Floor bathroom area of origin

IMG_0165 1st Floor bathroom area of origin 

IMG_0166 1st Floor bathroom near area of origin 

IMG_0167 1st Floor bathroom near area of origin 

IMG_0168 1st Floor West room 

IMG_0169 1st Floor West room

IMG_0170 Basement circuit panelboard cover removed 

IMG_0171 Basement circuit panelboard cover removed 

IMG_0172 Basement circuit panelboard cover removed 

IMG_0173 Basement circuit panelboard cover removed 

IMG_0174 Basement circuit panelboard cover removed

IMG_0175 Basement circuit panelboard cover removed 

IMG_0176 Basement circuit panelboard cover removed 

IMG_0177 Building exterior facing Southeast upon departure of scene  

IMG_0178 Building exterior facing Southeast upon departure of scene 

IMG_0179 Building exterior facing Southeast upon departure of scene 

IMG_0180 Building exterior facing North upon departure of scene 

IMG_0181 Building exterior facing North upon departure of scene 
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IMG_182 Appliance examination overview 

IMG_183 Wall heater 

IMG_184 Wall heater rear 

IMG_185 Wall heater 

IMG_186 Wall heater 

IMG_187 Armored cable blowout damage 

IMG_188 Wall fan 

IMG_189 Wall fan 

IMG_190 Junction box to wall fan 

IMG_191 Armored cable conductor to wall heater 

IMG_192 Armored cable conductor to wall heater 

IMG_193 Armored cable conductor to wall heater 

IMG_194 Armored cable conductor to wall heater 

IMG_195 Armored cable conductor to wall heater 

IMG_196 Armored cable conductor to wall heater 

IMG_197 Armored cable conductor to wall heater, blowout damage 

IMG_198 Armored cable conductor to wall heater, blowout damage 

IMG_199 Armored cable arcing 

IMG_200 Armored cable arcing 

IMG_201 Armored cable arcing 

IMG_202 Armored cable sheathing 

IMG_203 Armored cable sheathing 

IMG_204 Armored cable sheathing 

IMG_205 Wall fan overview 

IMG_206 Wall fan overview 
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IMG_207 Armored cable sheathing 

IMG_208 Wall fan components 

IMG_209 Wall fan components 

IMG_210 Wall fan components 
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Signature:  

 

 

 









Hello Captain Garvin,

Please find the below narrative of observations during the requested assistance of the fire investigation 

at 1315 Storrs Road Mansfield on the Friday January 20, 2023. If additional explanation or assistance is 

needed please do not hesitate to call.

Structure fire involving the structure on University property at International House (Whitney House), 

1315 Storrs Road – building known as #0044 in our building file. The follow is a narrative of observations 

relative to request of assistance from the building department to evaluate the structure and assist in the 

origin and cause investigation.

I was alerted to the structures involvement in fire by the text message from the university alert system 

at 0640hrs and public media reporting that one of the buildings at the Storrs campus was involved in a 

fire. I received a call from My supervisor Walsh requesting me to respond to the scene to evaluate the 

structure and assist in the investigation at the request of the Fire Marshal Garvin. I called Captain Garvin 

to notify that I would be in route he told me the location and stated the suppression operations were 

still active, he sent a photo of the building.

Upon arrival the suppression operations and overhaul appeared to be concluded and the fire personnel 

were picking up equipment. I checked in with Captain Garvin and FMBIO Director Cooke to discuss 

course of action and how I can help. I walked around the exterior of the and noted that there was fire 

damage evident in the western single story building extension from the two story structure. The exterior 

wall was intact until the intersection of the southwestern section of the back of the structure and an 

extension from the back wall plane. There was a masonry chimney that extended out the roof in this 

location. The area of exterior wall damage was observed to be just above the frieze board at the sill and 

foundation wall and extended to the roof of the single story section and there was exterior sheathing 

damaged at the second floor level above the roof area. Upon entry through the south entry door there 

was localized damage involving the finishes and framing surrounding the masonry fireplace in main 

south room location. The interior of the next room northward  of the fireplace was a bath room found to 

be the area which the exterior wall damage observed on the exterior survey. The bathroom exterior wall 

was fire damaged and missing from the floor to the ceiling level between the bathroom living area wall 

to the shower stall.  The remainder of the first floor was smoke stained with no visible fire or structural 

damage. A walk through of the basement showed no signs of fire damage and areas of the crawlspace 

visible from the basement level presented as involved in fire movement or damage. A survey of the 

second floor showed a interior volume of fire and movement patterns extending from the first floor attic 

space above the western single floor extension where the fireplace and chimney extended through the 

roof. The exterior of the second floor western wall sheathing and framing were observed damaged by 

fire and the shed roof along the western single story extension from the main house was damaged and 

the sheathing was missing. A survey of the walkup attic presented as a half story unfinished attic space 

and no visible fire movement patterns were observed and only a ventilation operation hole was cut 

through the eastern roof plane.



In  the corner of the bathroom and fireplace which had intersecting walls common to three rooms on 

the lower level or first floor. A survey of possible ignition sources of the walls in this floor revealed 

wiring in the bathroom wall in the base of the stud cavity and wiring extending from the wall cavity 

behind the shower stall in the exterior wall. The fire box of the fire place was clean and the structure 

was currently unused and considered to be vacant. There was no electrical wiring observed in the walls 

opened up and fire damaged location around the fireplace. There were two electrical appliances outside 

lying on the ground next to the bathroom wall the location of which corresponds to the wiring observed 

in the damaged wall of the bathroom. A survey of the exterior walls in the corner showed low areas of 

damage separated by framing. The wall cavity to the south backed up to the fireplace and the masonry 

structure of the fireplace provided a cavity between the framing and the fireplace rear plane. The base 

of the cavity had openings into the crawl space below a borescope camera was used and the area was 

felt by hand and the fire damage was not found in the crawlspace.  The bathroom wall damage 

extended up and into the area at the back of the fireplace at a higher elevation. The area both inside 

and around the foundation in the corner of the structure was evaluated by the use of an accelerant 

detecting K9 and handler from CT State Police Fire & Explosion Investigation Unit no alert was detected 

at any location. The low burn in the area of the bathroom exterior wall coupled with the original 

construction methods there were fire intensity and movement patterns that led us to believe the area of 

origin was located in the bathroom wall area above the floor. 

The AC cable wiring to the wall heating appliance showed two holes in the steel sheathing within two 

inches of the terminating connector at the appliance housing and two of the three conductors were 

missing from the cable end. The heating appliance had two conductor hanging out of the connector with 

a length which closely resembled the distance to the first of the two blow holes in the cable sheath. The 

housing of the heating appliance was distorted and had patterns of various heating intensity. The 

interior of the heating appliance showed signs of heat exposure but the components were not missing 

or visibly damaged consistent with an internal component failure with sufficient energy to be an ignition 

source from within. The AC cable steel sheathing and the internal phase to phase melting at the 

approximate location of the armors melting could be considered enough energy to ignite nearby 

combustible material. A search of the melting point of copper conductor inside of the sheathing was 

found to be 1600 – 1900 degrees F and steel is at 2000 – 2500 degrees F. The latter of which is most 

likely as the exterior sheath was steel and the insulated wood stud cavity with wood exterior sheathing 

and sheetrock on the interior has a potential for ignition from molten 2000 degree F steel exposure. The 

cause of the cable failure could not be explained without further analysis and lab exam of the heating 

appliance for a possible contributing factor. The wiring branch circuit was traced back to the main 

service panel where a 20amp 2 pole breaker on the supply side was found to be in the tripped position. 

The circuit was found to serve other heating appliances one of which was the kitchen heat appliance. 

The branch wiring heater in the area of origin was run from the junction box in the basement to the 

heater other devices extended separately from the box to other appliances. The heater in the area of 

origin was noted as 1500w 240v heater and the thermostat was found to be at a midrange setting and 

believed to be operational.

The other appliance found on the ground next to the heater was a Nutone through the wall ventilation 

fan. The interior of the fan housing and electrical connections and a section of cable showed signs of 

heat damage from exposure and no signs of wiring failure or sheathing damage from electrical activity. 

The wall switch box and wiring to the fan showed signs of heat and mechanical damage with visible signs 



of electrical activity. The fan trim that was on the interior surface of the bathroom wall showed signs of 

heat intensity and movement from one corner or 25% of the whole trim. It is theorized that the fan was 

an exposed appliance and not the origin.

As a group we discussed the heater cable had the potential to be a competent ignition source. The cable 

failure at the location could not be explained and the heating appliance could be a contributing factor to 

the failure but further forensic exam and analysis would be required. Although the cable failure and 

interaction of combustible material is an ignition and first fuel event regarded to be likely scenario, the 

cable failure can not be explained definitely. As a group we agreed that the cameras and wifi access 

points in the area should be queried for activity in the area to rule out the act of human intervention. 

The origin and cause determination from this investigator is the area of origin is the exterior bathroom 

wall in the west corner with an undetermined cause with the most probable cause of a cable failure. 

This investigator reserves the right to amend the cause determination if additional information becomes 

available at a later date that was not available at the time of the writing of this report narrative.

Respectfully submitted 

David houseman Jr.



 

 

Division of University Safety 

Fire Marshal and Building Inspector Office 
47 Weaver Road, Unit 5052,  
Storrs, CT 06269-5052 

(860) 486-4878 
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January 20, 2023 

 

 

To:  Michael Jednak AVP 

       Facilities Operations  

       25 LeDoyt Road Unit 3252 

       Storrs, CT 06269 

 

Re: Whitney House 0044 

       1315 Storrs Rd 

       Storrs, CT 06269 

 

STATE BUILDING CODE §116 

NOTICE OF IMMINENT DANGER, ORDER TO VACATE AND POSTING OF UNSAFE 

STRUCTURE 

 

Dear Mr. Jedak: 

 

On 1/20/2023, an inspection was conducted of the premises located at 1315 Storrs Rd for the 

purposes of determining compliance with the State Building Code as amended and the applicable 

referenced standards, adopted pursuant to the Connecticut General Statutes §29-252. The Code 

and said standards are available for your inspection at this office. The inspection revealed the 

following condition(s) in violation of the State Building Code which present an Unsafe 

Condition. 

 

PURSUANT TO STATE BUILDING CODE §116, THIS STRUCTURE IS HEREBY 

DEEMED UNSAFE AND ITS FURTHER OCCUPANCY PROHIBITED BY THE BUILDING 

OFFICIAL.  ALL OCCUPANTS ARE HEREBY ORDERED TO IMMEDIATELY VACATE 

THE SUBJECT BUILDING OR STRUCTURE. UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, IT SHALL BE 

UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO ENTER SUCH PREMISES EXCEPT UPON 

PERMISSION GRANTED BY THE BUILDING OFFICIAL; WHICH MAY BE GRANTED 

FOR THE PURPOSES OF MAKING REQUIRED REPAIRS OR DEMOLISHING ANY 

PORTION OF THE PREMISES.  

 

Please note that the correction of certain violations may require proper permits and approval 

from the Building Official and other local agencies prior to any construction.  

 

Notice of Imminent Danger, Order to Vacate and Posting of Unsafe Structure:  

Temporary safeguards are required to be put in place immediately including boarding up any 

openings with plywood and installing fencing around the perimeter of the structure.  The 

Building Department will be posting the entrances with the language stated above. 
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Whitney House Unsafe Structure 1-20-2023

You are hereby notified that you have the right to appeal this order pursuant to Connecticut 

General Statutes §29-266(b) to the municipal board of appeals or Connecticut General Statute 

§29-266(c) in the absence of a municipal board of appeals. Variations or exemptions from the 

State Building Code may be granted by the State Building Inspector where strict compliance 

with the code would entail practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, or is otherwise adjudged 

unwarranted pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §29-254(b), provided that the intent of the 

law shall be observed and public welfare and safety be assured. Any application for a variation 

or exemption or equivalent or alternate compliance shall be filed with the local Building Official.

This is the only order you will receive. Be advised that if the Owner cannot be located, or refuses 

or is unable to expeditiously make the building or structure safe per order, the Building Official 

may order the employment of necessary labor and materials needed to make the premises 

temporarily safe up to and including demolition and recover the costs against the Owner as 

provided at law, pursuant to Connecticut General Statute and State Building Code §116.4 and 

§116.5. The Building Official is further authorized to prosecute any violation of this order by 

requesting that legal counsel of the jurisdiction, or the Office of the State’s Attorney, institute the 

appropriate proceeding at law. Any person who is convicted in a court of law of violating any 

provision of the State Building Code or for failure to comply with the written order of a building 

inspector for the provision of additional exit facilities in a building, the repair or alteration of a 

building or the removal of a building or any portion thereof shall be fined not less than two 

hundred not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than six months or both per 

State Building Code §113.3 and Connecticut General Statutes §29-254a and §29-394.

This office seeks and anticipates your cooperation, and looks forward to working with you in the 

interest of building and life safety for a timely resolution of this serious matter. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact this office at 860-486-4878

Sincerely,

Patrick Walsh

Building Official

UConn Fire Marshal and Building Inspectors Office

cc: AVP Hans Rhynhart

Fire Chief William Perez

Sincerely,y,

Patrick Walsh


